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Tuesday's session was shorter, Charles still demanding his right to give reasons for denying his judges' authority, Bradshawe refusing to permit it.
On Wednesday and Thursday a private committee of the judges sat to hear " evidence " in the Painted Chamber: a row of witnesses from different parts of the country gave unnecessary testimony that they had seen the King in arms against the Parliamentary forces. It is probable that the delay was welcomed as a means of fortifying the wavering resolution of the judges. There was much to make them waver. They were not popular in London: the Presbyterians were against them and the pulpits thundered denunciation. Bradshawe was given new lodgings in Dean's Yard, where he could be guarded; even so he wore a buUet-proof hat, lined with steel. It was feared that Fairfax might put himself at the head of the discontent, and even make trouble among the soldiers. The Scottish commissioners sent to London by Argyle were protesting violently against the King's trial. A more pathetic appeal came from Prince Charles in Holland— his signature on a blank sheet of paper; the judges were invited to write what terms they lied, so long as they spared his father's life.
Whatever qualms they felt, the judges were induced to close their ranks and carry through what they had begun. On Friday, sixty-three of them met together, agreed on their sentence and resolved to meet next day and summon the King to hear it read.
As soon as he appeared he endeavoured to speak, but Bradshawe, arrayed now in a scarlet robe, silenced him for the moment. But as Bradshawe began to speak and had pronounced the words ''in the name of the people of England," the same woman's voice that had cavilled at Fairfax's name on the first day was heard from the gallery. It was Lady Fairfax. " It is a lie! " she cried, " where are the people or their consents 1" Another woman called put " Not half or a quarter of them. Cromwell is

